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woman trustee and chair of the Texas Bar
Foundation and first recipient of the Dallas Bar
Association’s Outstanding Trial Lawyer Award.
In 1995, she received the American Bar Asso-
ciation’s Margaret Brent Women Lawyers of
Achievement Award, placing her among other
outstanding recipients Attorney General Janet
Reno, Supreme Court Justice Ruth Bader
Ginsberg, and former U.S. Representative
Barbara Jordan.

For all of these reasons and more, I submit
this tribute here today, for a great Texas lady.
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Mrs. MALONEY. Mr. Speaker, I rise today
to bring to the attention of my colleagues the
historic achievements of brave Greek-Cypriot
freedom fighters. They are being honored by
Justice for Cyprus and the Cyprus Federation
of America, two philanthropic organizations
that trace their roots back to Cyprus.

On April 1st, we will celebrate the 41st anni-
versary of Ethniki Organosis Kyprion
Agoniston [EOKA]. This organization is a
group of dynamic Cypriot freedom fighters
who struck the first blow for independence for
Cyprus. More than four decades ago, their
acts of courage led to a 4-year struggle
against British colonization and occupation.

EOKA’s struggle for independence is joined
with the American colonists who struggled
against the British colonization and occupation
in America over 200 years ago. These Greek-
Cypriot lovers of democracy and freedom not
only fought for Cyprus’ independence, but they
also fought on the battlefield against tyranny
during world War II.

Today we commemorate all the heroes of
Cyprus including Gregorious Afxentiou,
Kyriakos Matsis, Evaghoras Pallikarides, and
Michael Karaolis, who gave their lives for free-
dom. By their sacrifice, they join America’s
Revolutionary War hero Patrick Henry, who
freely gave of his life and summed up his
commitment to freedom with the statement,
‘‘Give me liberty or give me death.’’

Cyprus became independent in 1960. Unfor-
tunately, liberation was short lived; Turkey in-
vaded Cyprus in 1974. Today, one third of Cy-
prus remains occupied by Turkey. Once again,
these heroes have been called upon to fight
for the liberty and independence of their coun-
try.

On this day, we celebrate freedom. When
migrating to the United States, the Greek-Cyp-
riots brought with them their love of Cyprus,
culture and democracy. The Cyprus Federa-
tion of America, Justice for Cyprus, and EOKA
serve as important links with Cyprus’ past, but
also act as a springboard for its future. These
organizations remain committed to the cam-
paign for freedom and human rights in Cyprus
today. They also help young Greek-Cypriot
Americans who will play an important role in
the growth and success of the United States.

So Mr. Speaker, I ask that my colleagues
join me in the commemoration of Cypriot free-
dom fighters and in wishing the people of Cy-
prus long-lasting peace and liberty.
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Mr. GILLMOR. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to
pay tribute to an outstanding public servant in
northwest Ohio. On March 31 of this year,
Lois Velliquette, a Federal employee for over
36 years, will retire.

Lois can look back on her career with great
pride. During the course of her service, she
has held clerical, technical, and claims rep-
resentative positions. Because of her exten-
sive experience, she has become a recog-
nized expert in many areas with the office and
has received numerous performance awards
for her work. Through her caring and dedi-
cated efforts, she has literally improved the
lives of a tremendous number of Sandusky
residents.

Americans would not be able to enjoy the
blessings of our country without the tireless
dedication of those who have the talent and
willingness to work for the community. It is for
this reason we owe a special debt of gratitude
to people like Lois, who have done an out-
standing job first with the Department of the
Army and for the last 31 years with the Social
Security Administration.

Mr. Speaker, we have often heard that
America works because of the unselfish con-
tributions of her citizens. I know that Ohio is
a much better place to live because of the
dedication and countless hours of effort given
by Lois Velliquette. While she may be leaving
her official capacity, I know she will continue
to be actively involved in those causes dear to
her.

I ask my colleagues to join me in paying a
special tribute to Lois, and wishing her all the
best in the years ahead.
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Ms. JACKSON-LEE of Texas. Mr. Speaker,
I would like to take this opportunity to recog-
nize my friend, and idol, the late Congress-
woman Barbara Jordan as Woman of the
Year. She was a renaissance woman, elo-
quent, fearless, and peerless in her pursuit of
justice and equality.

Congresswoman Jordan began her public
career as a Texas State senator. She served
her country with great distinction as a Member
of Congress and as a member of the House
Judiciary Committee.

She exalted us all to strive for excellence, to
stand fast for justice and fairness, and to yield
to no one in the matter of defending and up-
holding the most sacred principles of Demo-
cratic Government.

Barbara Jordan was a lawyer, legislator,
scholar, author, and Presidential adviser. She
was immensely gifted, and used every bit of
her talent and skill to address, improve, and
dignify the conditions of human life.

In the tradition of Frederick Douglass, Martin
Luther King Jr., and Thurgood Marshall, she

challenged the Federal Government and the
American people to uphold the principles set
forth in the American Constitution.

She gained national prominence in the
1970’s as a member of the House Judiciary
Committee during the impeachment hearings
of President Richard Nixon. Her eloquent
statement regarding her faith in the Constitu-
tion helped the Nation to focus on the principle
that all elected officials, including the Presi-
dent, must abide by the mandates of the Con-
stitution. We know what it took for Barbara
Jordan to say ‘‘yea’’ when the House Judiciary
Committee roll was called on July 30, 1974,
and we are still admiring her for it.

During her tenure in Congress, Congress-
woman Barbara Jordan was a leader on is-
sues relating to voting rights, consumer pro-
tection, energy, and the environment. She
leaves the American people, particularly Mem-
bers of Congress, a powerful legacy of com-
mitment to freedom, integrity in government,
and belief in human progress.

We realize that Barbara Jordan was a tre-
mendous moral force and she was calling
upon all of us to account for our conscience
as a nation. Her untimely death leaves a great
void in our national leadership, and she is
sorely missed as we grapple with the great
moral issues of the day.
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Mr. BONIOR. Mr. Speaker, I am pleased to
join the Greek community to celebrate the
175th anniversary of Greek independence.

On March 25, 1821, the Archbishop of
Patras blessed the Greek flag at the Aghia
Lavra Monastery near Kalavrita, marking the
beginning of the Greek war of independence
in which nearly 400 years of Ottoman rule
were turned aside.

Ancient Greece was the birthplace of demo-
cratic values. It brought forth the notion that
the ultimate power to govern belongs in the
hands of the people. It inspired a system of
checks and balances to ensure that one
branch of government does not dominate any
other branch.

These ideals inspired our Founding Fathers
as they wrote the Constitution. In the words of
Thomas Jefferson, ‘‘to the ancient Greeks
* * * we are all indebted for the light which
led ourselves out of Gothic darkness.’’

Together we face many challenges today,
including the territorial integrity of Imia in the
Aegean Sea and the demilitarization of Cy-
prus. If freedom and democracy, which were
born in Greece, can tear down the Berlin Wall
and break apart the Soviet Union, then I know
that we can work together to bring those
ideals once again to Cyprus.

Today, the United States is enriched not
only by Greek principles but also by its sons
and daughters. Greek-Americans have made
major contributions to American society, in-
cluding our arts, sports, medicine, religion, and
politics.

My home State of Michigan has been en-
hanced by the Greek community. In Macomb
and St. Clair Counties, we are served by St.
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John’s Greek Orthodox Church and Assump-
tion Greek Orthodox Church. These institu-
tions provide a multitude of community serv-
ices and add to the rich diversity of the area.

Mr. Speaker, I join the people of Greece
and those of Greek ancestry around the world
in celebrating Greek Independence Day. I sa-
lute all of them for the tremendous contribu-
tions to freedom and human dignity which they
have made.
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Mr. COLEMAN. Mr. Speaker, I rise today in
strong support of the Chabot-Conyers amend-
ment to the Immigration Act of 1995 (H.R.
2202). What we have before us today is a bill
that is discriminatory and ill-conceived.

This bill proposes to create a national data
system that must be used by all employers to
verify the identity and employment eligibility of
every person hired in the United States. The
bill would establish a massive and costly data
retrieval system to access information from ex-
isting Government databases at the Social Se-
curity Administration and the INS.

This 1–800–BIG BROTHER system would
compel employers to have each new hire ap-
proved by the Federal Government. This is a
costly, intrusive, and ineffective measure.

To begin with, the system would rely on
highly flawed Government data. The INS
database slated for use in this system has
missing or incorrect information 28 percent of
the time, while the Social Security Administra-
tion has faulty data 17 percent of the time. In
previous pilot projects run by the INS and
SSA, over 50 percent of the people who the
systems could not verify were, in fact, legally
authorized workers.

With tens of millions of Americans entering
the job market each year, even an almost im-
possible low 1 percent error rate could still
cause thousands of Americans to be wrongly
denied work each year. Consequently, millions
of American workers are at risk because of
seriously flawed Government data.

I am proud to represent El Paso, whose
650,000 citizens, residents, and children of im-
migrants have successfully integrated bilin-
gualism and biculturalism into their education
system, health care facilities, and economy. El
Paso’s population is 70 percent Hispanic. If
passed, this bill will have a devastating effect
on my district by entering Big Brother into their
daily lives.

Imagine how this Big Brother system would
affect the citizens of El Paso. Hundreds of
thousands of El Pasoans could be at the
mercy of this faulty system.

People whose appearance, accent or family
background make them seem foreign will be
screened out of jobs as employers attempt to
avoid the inevitable problems which the ver-
ification process will cause. The verification
system will also be easily susceptible to abuse
by merchants and business people who use
the worker registry as a powerful tool to har-

ass, and privately check up on whoever they
choose, for other purposes.

In wake of the Proposition 187, merchants
in California began requesting immigration
documents from Latino and Asian customers
in restaurants and banks.

I believe the recent xenophobic rhetoric
being used by some in the Republican Party
is a thinly veiled attempt to blame national
problems on newcomers or those who are of
a different ethnicity than the majority. These
efforts contribute to an atmosphere of hostility.
I find it dangerous and counterproductive to
start a process which would lead only to spi-
raling harassment and discrimination in the
workplace.

Further, the system is imperfect and has
massive loopholes. False documents with ac-
curate numbers will enable undocumented
workers to avoid detection and employers who
knowingly hire undocumented workers under
the table will continue to do so despite the
system.
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Mr. DELAY. Mr. Speaker, I rise on behalf of
small business owners who find themselves
caught up in an expensive regulatory maze
left by amendments to the Hazardous Mate-
rials Transportation Act passed in 1990. This
act greatly broadened the Secretary of Trans-
portation’s authority to regulate the transpor-
tation of hazardous materials. Though it was
intended for large carriers of toxic materials
which can pose a risk to public health or safe-
ty, it has spilled over and poisoned the small
business man instead.

One study, which focused on the pest con-
trol industry, found that compliance of these
rules and regulations cost the industry $135
million annually. These costs arise from truly
burdensome Federal regulations which require
pest control operators and employees to keep
complex documents and markings for shipping
and containers on a daily basis. And all of this
is for small quantities of relatively benign ma-
terials, most of which are nearly identical to
pest control products which we can all buy in
home supply and garden stores—like Raid, for
example.

The legislation I have developed will relieve
these burdens while maintaining the same
high standards for safety. My bill simply
amends the Hazardous Materials Transpor-
tation Act by providing an exemption for small
commercial vehicles which are transporting
common ‘‘Raid’’ like materials which do not
pose a risk to public health or safety.

Specifically, a vehicle with a gross weight of
10,000 pounds or less will be exempted un-
less it is transporting a material, such as a fu-
migant, which the Secretary of Transportation
deems to require placarding.

Let us keep small business healthy. With
this bill we can stop poisoning the small busi-
ness man with unneeded regulations that hurt
both him and us. I hope you will join myself
and my colleagues who have cosponsored
this important legislation.
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Mr. DURBIN. Mr. Speaker, I rise to con-
gratulate Mr. J.C. Collins of Bethalto, IL. Mr.
Collins has been chosen as the 1995 Inductee
of the National Mens’ Ministries Christian Hall
of Excellence, by the national Assemblies of
God denominational headquarters in Spring-
field, MO. This honor is equivalent to a na-
tional layman of the year award for the As-
semblies of God.

Mr. Collins was chosen for this award from
among the 50 State inductees of the State As-
semblies of God. He had earlier been named
the Illinois State Inductee by the State Assem-
blies of God denominational headquarters in
Carlinville, IL.

He has faithfully served his church, the First
Assembly of God in Cottage Hills, IL, as a
deacon, assistant Sunday school superintend-
ent, and youth leader. He has been a Sunday
school teacher for 30 years. He has super-
vised almost all of the church’s construction
projects, including the church itself, the
houses, and all the buildings that belong to
the church.

He has been active for decades with Gid-
eons International, spreading the Gospel and
passing out Bibles in schools, hospitals, ho-
tels, and colleges.

When Mr. Collins retired in 1988 from his
work as a construction supervisor, after 41
years at Laclede Steel Co. in Alton, IL, he
prayed for the opportunity to make 10 trips
overseas to help build churches. Since then
he has made 11 trips, including Belgium, the
former Czechoslovakia, Lesotho, Mexico, Ger-
many, and the former East Germany when the
Berlin Wall was coming down. He is now plan-
ning trips to Belgium and El Salvador.

J.C. Collins was born in Marshall County,
KY, on February 8, 1926. He entered the U.S.
Armed Forces when he was 17 years old, and
he was promoted to staff sergeant by the time
he was 18. During his military service he
worked on researching German V–2 rockets
on the White Sands Proving Ground.

Mr. Collins married his lovely wife, Ruby
Scott, on December 9, 1944, in Mineral Wells,
TX. They are blessed with two daughters,
Wanda Collins Burgund and Patricia Collins
Moran, and four grandchildren, Brian Hen-
dricks, Stephanie Burgund Krienitz, Rachel
Moran, and Alicia Moran. Following their fa-
ther’s and grandfather’s strong and positive
spiritual influence, all of Mr. Collins’ children
and grandchildren are active in their local
churches.

I congratulate Mr. J.C. Collins and wish him
and his family the very best in the future.
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GREEK INDEPENDENCE DAY
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Mr. ZIMMER. Mr. Speaker, on March 25,
1821, the Greek people began a long and
courageous struggle to free themselves from
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